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May 1, 2022 The God Who Is to Come Psalm 150 
 
Psalm 150 
Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! 
 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 
him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests 
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is 
coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account 
all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 
the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
The good news is, the Book of Revelation is really easy to find in the Bible (it’s the last one). 
That’s about the only place to find it, at least when it comes to our Reformed tradition. It’s 
barely in the Revised Common Lectionary, and when it is in there the folks who put together 
the RCL skipped large sections of it. Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli, leaders of the 
Reformation in Germany and Switzerland, hardly touched it. John Calvin? He wrote a 
commentary on every book of the Bible… EXCEPT the Book of Revelation. Coward. 
 
The big problem with those gentleman – and others – choosing not to weigh in on the Book 
of Revelation is that choice left room for more fringe points of view to take up the space that 
they… shall we say… “Left Behind.” The Book of Revelation is filled with bizarre, and 
sometimes violent, imagery just asking for the fringe of Christianity, including the authors of 
those books and the likes of David Koresh to twist the Word of God into a drumbeat for 
misplaced power. 
 
And so out of our three C’s for interpreting Scripture - Context, Canon, & Consequences – 
let’s look at Context. 
 
The book of Revelation is a hybrid of different writing styles. It gets assigned to the genre of 
“apocalypse” just like the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament. It is also a letter written to 
seven churches. The letter contains poetry, visions that the author has, analogies and 
metaphors that the author uses, and it would hurt the author’s feelings if I didn’t include: a 
prophetic word. 
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The author sees himself as a prophet. Who is the author? Well, we really, really want him to 
be John as in John the same guy who was a disciple, the same guy who wrote the Gospel of 
John. Unfortunately, those are most likely three different guys… maybe all named John? 
Possibly just borrowing the name John in honor of that original disciple John. It’s all very 
confusing and not helpful at all that John was as popular of a name as it is… well, today. 
 
We do know that the author is being persecuted by being exiled to the island of Patmos, most 
likely because of how his Christian faith clashes with the Roman establishment’s insistence on 
everyone worshiping the empire. For the record, if any of you would like to persecute me and 
my family by sending us to a small island surrounded by the blue waters of the Mediterranean 
with gentle trade winds and citrus trees, we would accept that punishment. I also had a 
professor who told us that Patmos was known for the berries on the island that were loaded 
with hallucinogens and caves that had psychedelic mushrooms so that could explain the Book 
of Revelation right there. 
 
Listen, as you fade in and out of this sermon because you spent too much time out in the sun 
and breezes the last few days… please take away this one very important thing. The ultimate 
message of Revelation is one of hope. It’s not about rapture or fear of a thousand years of 
tribulation or how to get to heaven. The vision the poet, prophet, pastor of Patmos describes 
is not a code to crack or a list of signs.   
 
It is a vision full of Old Testament imagery that would have been very accessible to his 
audience of early Christians immersed in the tradition of Hebrew scriptures.  In the 404 
verses of Revelation, there are more than 500 references to Hebrew scriptures, many of them 
to the works of the prophets.  These references and allusions aren’t always direct, but phrases 
and images repeat throughout. “John’s hope for the future is not based on some hidden 
discovery of exactly how or when the end will come, but on what was then, and is today, at 
the very heart of the Christian faith. We need not fear the final outcome of history, for we 
have seen its face in Jesus Christ.”1  
 
Most of us don’t know suffering like the early Christians did.  We might be thought foolish, 
sentimental or unsophisticated for our Christian faith and hope, but that hardly qualifies as 
religious persecution.  Our hope is not as desperate and our crying out for relief is not 
generally as immediate as that of John’s early audiences.  Mostly we are getting by ok.  
 
And yet as we move through this season that the church says is still Easter, I hope that in this 
space at least, you know we have the freedom to wonder.   
We wonder about the coming again of Christ.   
We wonder about what it means to live in a time when Christ has already come, but not yet 
come again.   
We wonder about an event that is described as a time when “all of the tribes of the earth will 
wail.”   
We wonder if such an apocalypse, described more than once in scripture, might ever be real, 
and, if so, would we want any part of it?  

 
1 Feasting on the Word. Year B. Volume 4. Revelation 1:4b-8. Pastoral Perspective, Forney, Elizabeth B., p. 330. 
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The verbs do interesting things in this text. The tenses change. Time is both stretched out and 
collapsed in God’s hands. And that is where our hope truly lies… even if it makes our brains 
hurt to think about. 
 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty. 
 
We begin with the God we know best, the God Who Is. That’s the God Who Is celebrating the 
confirmation today of beautiful students who at one time were baptized in this Sanctuary by 
Myrtle McCall or Stephen Choi. 
The God Who Is is the God Who is calling our community to be louder about our love and 
more obvious about our welcome. 
The God Who Is is the God Who is helping a family from Afghanistan find their way in this 
country of opportunity and freedom.  
The God Who Is is the God Who Is getting our programs and outreach and mission back up 
and running after the challenge of the pandemic.  
The God Who Is is the God Who Is tending to our folks who are dying and who are grieving. 
The God Who Is is the God Who Is hearing our prayers, inspiring our worship, and calling us 
to share in a holy meal.  
The God Who Is is the One who is leading us in casting a hopeful vision for this congregation 
and for our own lives.  
 
And we know about the God Who Is in part because we know about the God Who Was.  
The God Who Was there in the beginning when the world was new.  
The God Who Was the creative Creator who fashioned the earth and formed us.  
The God Who Was in a burning bush when a young man wasn’t sure how to fight the 
oppression of God’s people.  
The God Who Was a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by  night.  
The God Who Was gave the people a law and a land and was the one who put words in the 
mouths of the prophets.  
 
You know about this God… the God Who Was a baby in a manger, a teacher in a boat and a 
healer in a crowd.  
The God who was crucified on a cross, and who died and rose again on an unforgettable 
Easter morning.  
The God Who Was offered a vision of hope to the early churches even when it seemed that 
the Messiah had come and gone and might not return.  
The God Who Was is the God we meet in Scripture and the God in whose image we are made.  
  
We know some things about the God Who Is and the God Who Was. And so we know some 
things about the God Who Is to Come.  
We speak of this God every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. We say something like 
“Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the saving death of the Risen 
Lord until he comes again.”  
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We’ve seen the image of this God all along, in scripture, in the world, and in one another. 
 
When we give water to the thirsty – we see the God Who Is to Come. 
When we feed those who are hungry – we see the God Who Is to Come. 
When we clothe those who are naked - we see the God Who Is to Come. 
When we visit the lonely and the imprisoned - we see the God Who Is to Come. 
When we welcome the stranger - we see the God Who Is to Come. 
 
The Book of Revelation makes the case for worshiping God, and God alone. And the thesis 
statement is this: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
And when he comes, we will recognize him fully. Because he never left.  
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


